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Bensonwood Homes Receives PATH Innovative Building Award

HUD Sponsored Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing Recognizes Walpole, NH Builder for Efforts to Improve Home Building and Construction Industry

Washington, D.C. - Bensonwood Homes, a designer and builder of high-quality timberframe residential and public buildings has received the "Innovative Small Builder" award from The Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing (PATH). Bensonwood was recognized for its Open-Built® approach to building, which brings together systems, processes and principles to improve the quality, flexibility and affordability of home building in America.  
Supported by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, PATH is a public-private initiative dedicated to accelerating the development and use of technologies that radically improve the quality, durability, energy efficiency, environmental performance, and affordability of America's housing.

Tedd Benson, founder and company steward of the Walpole, New Hampshire company accepted the award at a ceremony this week at PATH headquarters in Washington D.C.  "The way we build homes hasn't changed in more than 150 years.  At Bensonwood Homes we've brought together some of the most innovative minds from building, design and education to improve the way we build homes and share those improvements with the building industry so that the end result is better, safer, more efficient and more affordable homes for everyone," said Benson.

Bensonwood is also working in collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Open Source Building Alliance (MIT OSBA) on The Open Prototype Initiative, a project to design and build a series of prototype homes to demonstrate better design and building concepts. The first Open Prototype home, OPEN_1 will be constructed at Crotched Mountain in Greenfield, New Hampshire, a hospital, rehabilitation facility and school for children and adults with disabilities.  Construction on OPEN_1 begins in June 2006 and will be completed in only 20 working days, with one prototype home being built every 18 months through 2010.

The Open Prototype incorporates Open-Built® principles and technology from the MIT OSBA to create affordable, highly adaptable, energy efficient, and environmentally friendly homes.  Open-Built® concepts and principles developed by Tedd Benson and the Bensonwood team are also being used in a PATH concept home project. 

-MORE-
About Bensonwood Homes: 

For more than 30 years Bensonwood Homes has been a leader in the design and construction of high-quality timberframe residences and public structures.  An innovator in the timberframing and construction industry, Bensonwood Homes is once again changing the industry through its Open-Built® building principles, an innovative way of designing and constructing buildings, to increase their efficiency, flexibility and variety.  Bensonwood is dedicated to building "layered" homes with "disentangled" systems using Open-Built® principles and to educating the public about this new way of building functional, cost-efficient homes.

Bensonwood Homes and Open-Built®: www.bensonwood.com  

Open Prototype: www.openprototype.com  
-END-
